Pettys strike

the strip

Lee and Richard Petty move from ovals to

OR REASONS well known 1o everyone who follows stock

car macing, Plymouth's Pettys and Pettys' Plymouths
will mike some spectaculir detouns 1o the natson’s drug
strips during 1965, Poppa lee and Son Richard haven's
been idle this past off-season. | | They were working on
a hemi-engined Barracudic fasthack, which they've now
cumpaigned in demonstyation runs pround the Southesst
Iheir first time out netted clupsed tumes in the 10508, with
top speeds up o 140 mph. [ Richard has done some
extnbition drag racing in the past. He found sinp operators
more than willing to pay for the honor of having him
whip off & few quick quarter-miles for the fars. With
NASCAR'S current rules leaving the MoPars at a disudvantage
on its stock circuits, Lee Peity decided a hot Barracuda
might be just the thing to offset this setback. 7] Lee began
with a stock Barracuda—driving it inta his Randleman
North Caroling, shop. Fle then set about gutting it, taking
out phsoiutely everythung (including engine. all running gear
and all soft pars), Peity had no shortage of Plymouth’s
fomous 426-inch hemi engines. [[] To hundle the (remen-
dous toryue of this V-8, Lee reinforcesd the chassis and
body with heavy steel tubing ‘Tubing runs all the way
from front to back, to make a firm connection between
the front sub-frame and the main section in the rear, [} He

straighis with o hot new Barracuda 426"

then culled up his stock car expenience to help him beel
and fighten the rest of the car. Front suspensson had to be
extra-heavy duty to hamdle the hemi’s weight, but mag
fromt wheess, aluminum brake drums, firewall, and other
pares make up for this, [ ] Exhibitron dfag racing has tumed
hot stuff on the Eust Coast. It's common practice now for
funs 1o look as much for showmanship amd name drivers
s for Ioud amnd fast uction. One piece of show biz involves
sprinkling the strip with dance-flour resin, then laying down
long lines of rubber from the rear slicks of a dragster
This gives a umform and cxcclient surface to run on.
Two hot dogs, wsunlly nationully known drag racers, then
run off grudge matches amid an announcer’s frenzied Lan
fare and the crowsds wild hysteria, [] It's this new atmos-
phere thut the Pétlys well enter: Their Barmacuda

the 43/Jr, (Richards stock car rater is =43), will ran
painsl cars hal have no technical specifications and no
mspections: It's a class where anything poes

named

but really
povs The Pentys will still he active in stock car racing,
particulady on the usac tracks, Nascan, where this team
did exceedimgly well in 1964, seems pretty well oul foe
themy, Hul judging by their yascak expericace, Lee and
Richard should do some remarkable things on the country’s
drag sirps /MY
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LEE PATTY (SEATEO) QETS MEASURED FOR DRIVING STANCE 5Y HIS COUSIN GENE RNTIRE INTERIOR WAS GUTTED TC REDUCE WEIGHT,

MOTOR TREND/MARCH 1945 30






